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IAN BROWN – The World Is Yours
 
 
Rating ***

FIVE a lbums into a so lo career based as much on 
char isma as songs, The Wor ld Is  Yours i s  the f i rs t  to 
marry h is  mess ian ic tendencies with a cred ib le  chance 
at  wor ld dominat ion.  

The t i t le t rack reca l l s  h is  UNKLE co l laborat ions; the 
beats  chunky but less f renet ic ,  a l lowing room for  
lusc ious sweeps of  st r ings.   

And i t  i s  perhaps the st r ing arrangements which g ive 
the a lbum i ts  overr id ing persona l i ty ,  add ing texture and 
atmosphere to the bare bones of  the songs.  

I l lega l  At tacks is  an ant i -war duet  wi th S inead 
O’Connor .  The lyr ics  b lunt and the melody bas ic  but as 
wi th h is  so lo career as  a whole,  se l f -be l ie f  carr ies  i t  o f f .   

I t ’ s  an uncomfortab le ,  awkward cho ice for  a s ing le ,  but  a cred i t  to  h is  headstrong, no-se l l -out  
so lo miss ion.  JS

 

BABEL Pearl  Street Raga

Rating ***1/2

ADDING some soul ,  s ty le  and a twis t  of  psychedel ia  to 
the current fo lk  boom are s ix  mighty f ine music ians 
f rom Br is to l .  

On the i r  debut min i  a lbum, Babe l  show bucket loads of  
promise – voca l ly ,  lyr ica l ly  and musica l ly .   

By adding v io l in ,  ce l lo  and accord ion to the bas ic  
gu i tars/percuss ion, they create fu l l ,  warm set t ings for  
Danny Coughlan ’s yearn ing voca ls .  

I t  beg ins with the p layfu l  t i t le t rack,  which sounds both 
t imeless and modern,  but  i t ’ s  s low burners such as 
Day l ight Lost  and Shangr i  La that leave the last ing 
impress ions.  

The b iggest  downs ide is  that ,  wi th  just  seven t racks over 28 minutes,  you ’ re  le f t  hanker ing for 
more.  Watch th is  space.  CS

 

http://www.thesun.co.uk/article/0,,2006140003-2007430855,00.html
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MARC BOLAN & T.REX Greatest Hits

Rating ****

IF you don’ t  own a Bolan compi lat ion get one now. 
Dur ing the ear ly  Sevent ies ,  T.Rex prov ided an integra l  
part  of  the country ’s  soundtrack.   

C lock ing up ten Top Tens,  Marc Bolan was the k ing of  
G lam with h is  decept ive ly .s imple tunes produced by 
Tony V iscont i .   

He in f luenced people then and st i l l  does today ( th ink 
Mika,  Frate l l i s ,  Sc issor  S is ters ,  Goldfrapp et  a l ) .   

From the h ippest  h ippy to G lam’s  br ightest s tar ,  Marc 
was p lann ing a new metamorphos is  when he d ied in  a 
car  crash in 1977. He was just  29.  

 

Th ir ty  years on,  h is  music s t i l l  sh ines.  SFO

 

JONI MITCHELL -  Shine

Rating ***

JONI MITCHELL comes to an aston ish ing conc lus ion on 
Shine – that war is  a very ,  very bad th ing indeed. 
Thanks,  Jon i ,  I ’ l l  te l l  everyone I  know. 

I ’m not  arguing wi th her,  i t ’ s  just  the ly r ics on state-
of- the-nat ion songs Th is  P lace,  I f  I  Had A Heart  and 
the t i t le  t rack are unbel ievably  tr i te – and at odds with 
the sophis t icat ion we’ve come to expect .  

I t  rather mars Jon i ’s  comeback af ter  f ive years in  
ret i rement,  a  return that  on a l l  other  accounts is  to be 
welcomed.  

But  there ’s  s t i l l  p lenty  to enjoy,  not least One Week 
Last  Summer – a beaut i fu l  inst rumental  and the best  
t rack – and the str ipped-down Hej i ra  fee l  of  the mus ic .   

 

There ’s  a lso a revamp of  her eco anthem Big Yel low Taxi ,  which shows she used to wr i te  with a 
lot  more subt lety .  SJC
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TWO GALLANTS - Two Gal lants 

Rating ****

THE desperate duo f rom San Francisco are back with 
the ir  th i rd a lbum, st i l l  sounding l ike the house band for 
the last -chance sa loon. 

Wasted,  lo-f i  country/punk/b lues perhaps best 
descr ibes the i r  t rade and such is  the in tens i ty of  the ir  
anguished voca ls and rackety arrangements you ’ l l  be 
grop ing for the bourbon.   

Here,  they ’ re a l i t t le  more contro l led and ref lect ive 
than on last  year’s  What The Tol l  Te l l s ,  f i l l ing the i r  
songs wi th h igh,  lonesome harmonica.  

But  the atmosphere of  darkness,  empt iness and pa in 
remains.  
Trembl ing Of  The Rose and R ibbons Round My Tongue 
are typ ica l ly  taken rea l  s low but the pace quickens on Despi te  What You ’ve Been To ld for  
welcome var iat ion.  

 

Mus ic  to wal low in.  Pass the bott le .  CS

 

FUTURE OF THE LEFT -  Curses 3

Rating ***

RISING large ly out  of  defunct  Card i f f  a l t -rockers 
Mclusky, a band that  doesn’ t  p lay th ings by the book.  

Dea l ing in raw, unconvent iona l  song st ructures and 
bui l t  round the angry voca ls  of  Andy “Fa lco” Fa lkous,  
th is  i s  an uneasy but  enter ta in ing r ide.  

With 14 songs c lock ing in  at  just  over  37 minutes,  
noth ing gets  too bogged down, f rom the overt ly  
po l i tca l  F*** The Countrys ide A l l iance to a s imple story 
of  Fa lco ’s  cat  Manchasm.  

Occas iona l ly ,  spark l ing tunes break to the sur face but 
most ly  th is  is  scuzzy,  fu l l -on heav ios i ty .  F ina l  t rack, a 
s imple p iano- led d i t ty  ca l led The Contrar ian, contrar i ly  
turns the gr ind ing bruta l i ty  on i ts  head.  

 

Not  easy to recommend to everyone but  admirab le for i ts  s tr ik ing ind iv idua l i ty .   CS
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MICHAEL CAINE - Cained

Rating ***

IF ever  there was a moment to do that  o ld Michae l  
Ca ine “not  a lot  of  people know th is” impress ion, now’s 
the t ime.  

Because Ca ine,  i t  turns out ,  is  a mass ive fan of  ch i l l -
out  mus ic .  He ’s  been making h is  own compi lat ion tapes 
for  years  – hence th is  a lbum. 

And i t ’ s  a  decent  co l lect ion,  too, with covers of  
Summert ime by Wass and Lay Lady Lay by Magnet ,  
through toCh icane ’s  No Ord inary Morn ing and Bent ’s  
Swol len,  to jazzer  Stan Getz¹ ’s  Street  Tat too and Eva 
Cass idy ’s  F ie ld Of  Gold ( the on ly  bum note) .   

 There ’s  a lso Hurry To Me from Roy Budd, the jazzman 
who wrote the great Get  Carter  theme. Funky o ld 
bugger .  SFO

CS

 

SANDY DENNY - Live At The BBC

Rating ****

THERE’S a poignant  moment on th is  a lbum, when 
Fa i rport  Convent ion s inger Sandy Denny te l l s  an 
interv iewer she hopes her  mus ic  wi l l  one day be more 
popular .  

S ix  years  la ter ,  in  1978, she was dead – without  ever 
knowing the af fect ion and respect  she came to be he ld 
in .   

So she ’d no doubt be thr i l led how fans c lamour for 
a lbums l ike th is  – three d iscs of  so lo l ive record ings 
p lus a DVD of  concert  footage. I t ’ s  marred on ly by the 
doubl ing up of  a  few songs and some ropy sound.  

 But  Denny’s  wonderfu l  vo ice and aston ish ing 
songwr i t ing ab i l i ty  sh ine through. SJC
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OKKERVIL RIVER -  The Stage Names

Rating **** 1/2

IN the n icest  poss ib le  way, Wi l l  Shef f  i s  a b i t  of  a 
drama queen. His  narrat ive songs r ipp le with lyr ica l  
and mus ica l  tens ion.  

The fourth a lbum by h is  band f rom Aust in ,  Texas,  i s  
the most  ambit ious and fu l ly  rea l ised ef for t  of  a n ine-
year  career .  

There ’s  jaunty ind ie pop,  weepy country rock and 
orchestrated fo lk .  

A Gi r l  In  Port  even boasts  a  g lam stomp that  wouldn ’ t  
have been out  of  p lace in  the mid-Sevent ies .   

 And the way c los ing song John A l lyn Smith Sa i ls  segues 
into a rewr i te  of  S loop John B is  worth the pr ice of  the a lbum a lone.  

God on ly knows where some of  Wi l l ’ s  s tor ies are go ing but  boy do they sound good.  CS

 

SIGMATROPIC -  Dark Outside 

Rating ****1/2

QUITE poss ib ly the coo lest  sounds to come out of  
Greece are these luminous stud ies in  e lectron ica,  fo lk  
and rock.  

S igmatrop ic i s  essent ia l ly  a veh ic le  for  the g i f ted Ak is 
Boyatz is ,  who creates serene c inemat ic  soundscapes to 
f rame fasc inat ing voca l  performances.  

Fr iends he lp ing out of fer ing the ir  serv ices here inc lude 
Giant  Sand’s  Howe Gelb, who lends h is  la idback drawl  
to the tr ip-hoppy White,  and Wi l lard Grant Conspi racy ’s  
Robert  F isher ,  whose sturdy bar i tone br ings power and 
grace to two songs. (Check out The B lue S ideOf The 
Sun.)   

Add in f ine voca ls  contr ibut ions from Ak is and su l try -  
vo iced band member Anna Karaka lou and you ’ve a thoroughly engaging l i s ten.  CS
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DROPKICK MURPHYS - The Meanest Of Times

Rating ***

CLEARLY these barmy Boston ians take the i r  cue f rom 
the ir  brothers  across the At lant ic on the Emera ld Is le .  

The i r  turbocharged brew of  punk and Ce l t i c  fo lk brew 
draws compar ison with The Pogues – and that  band ’s  
Sp ider Stacy pops up on the typ ica l ly  rabb le-rous ing 
F lannigan ’s  Ba l l .   

I f  anyth ing, the i r  whiskey-soaked anthems are even 
more OTT, the songs coated with monster  s ingalong 
choruses and wi ld gu i tars  and bare ly  a pause for  
breath.  

The mayhem subs ides a b i t  on Fa i rmount Hi l l  when 
f rontman A l  Barr g ives a s teady ro l l ing fo lk  voca l  that 
can stand proud next to the work of  a cer ta in  Mr 
McGow- an.  Pra ise indeed.  

 

CS

 

Ben Harper and the Innocent Criminals -  Lifel ine

Rating ****

THIS is  Harper ’s  e ighth a lbum and h is best  for some 
t ime.  
I t  was recorded wi th h is  band The Innocent  Cr imina ls 
in  a Par is  s tud io st ra ight  af ter  a n ine-month tour .   

The whole th ing was put  together in  seven days us ing 
ana logue equipment.   

The resu l t  is  a conf ident  qua l i ty record,  fus ing 
Southern sou l ,  gospel ,  fo lk ,  country,  rock and b lues 
in to a cohes ive whole.   

I t  sounds l ike i t  cou ld have been made in  the Sevent ies 
and the in f luence of  B i l l  Withers,  Van Morr ison,  Ot is  

Reading and Cat Stevens are apparent .  Ben Harper can s ing and the Cr imina ls  can p lay and 
they ’ve produced an acoust ic sou l  master-c lass .  

 

SFO
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FOO FIGHTERS -  Echoes,  Si lence,  Patience & 
Grace

Rating ****

BACK wi th legendary P ix ies  producer  G i l  Norton for  the 
f i rs t  t ime in ten years ,  Dave Groh l  and Co return to 
the ir  stad ium-rawk numbers – in  tr iumphant form.  

Th is  a lbum is  everyth ing you want f rom Foo F ighters – 
power voca ls ,  exp los ive-tempo gu i tars and swagger ing 
anthems.  

The Pretender  a l ready has a p lace on the ir  next 
Greatest  H i ts  co l lect ion, a pu lsat ing,  fans ’  favour i te  
wi th infect ious pop hooks ba lanced perfect ly  with rock 
at t i tude.   

The Ba l lad Of Beaconsf ie ld  is  a  Led Zep- inf luenced 
number,  insp ired by the ta le  of  the Tasmanian miners 
t rapped underground last  year  and features female jazz  ‘gu i tar  god’  Kak i  K ing.  

 

The harrowing Let  I t  D ie ,  the mammoth Long Road To Ru in and the la id-back e lect r ic  Summer’s 
End are the other h igh l ights  of  th is  mighty a lbum. JS

 

FIGHTSTAR - One Day Son, This Wil l  Al l  Be Yours

Rating ****

FIGHTSTAR return wi th the ir  second a lbum hav ing 
c l imbed a cred ib i l i ty  mounta in in recent months.  

In fact ,  people might  just  have forg iven f rontman 
Char l ie S impson for  once be ing in Busted – not  an easy 
task in  a genre where integr i ty  is  a l l .  

But  they ’ve pa id the ir  dues and worked the i r  way up 
f rom nowhere on the rock scene. The fact  they ’ve 
earned respect  and not just expected i t ,  speaks 
vo lumes in  i tse l f .   

Heav ier ,  s l i cker and as focused as ever ,  t racks such as 
99 and We Apolog ise For  Noth ing embrace an ep ic ,  
panoramic sound that  sweeps you of f  your feet .    

I t ’ s  aggress ive but  emot ive,  wi th heaps of  melody among the huge,  r i f f s .  F ightstar are 100 per  
cent cred ib le  and a band the UK can be 100 per  cent proud of !  
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DEVENDRA BANHART -  Smokey Rol ls Down 
Thunder Canyon   

Rating ****1/2

YOU cou ld eas i ly  argue that  Devendra is  the most  f ree-
sp i r i ted, creat ive ar t is t  making a lbums r ight  now. 

His  la test  e f for t  is  a  sprawl ing,  invent ive af fa i r  that  
goes way beyond the psych-fo lk  labe l  that  people l ike 
to p in on h im.  

He ’s  thrown any number of  s ty les into the mix – 
reggae,  sa lsa,  gospel ,  West  Coast  pop,  doo-wop ( ie 
Shabop Sha lom featur ing Nick Va lens i  o f  The Strokes)  
and more.  But  i t ’ s  the heart -on-s leeve confess iona ls  
that rea l ly  g ive th is  a lbum i ts  s trength – Bad Gir l  and 
the compel l ing c los ing run of  Free ly ,  I  Remember and 
My Dearest  Fr iend.   

Perhaps the on ly  reason i t  doesn’ t  mer i t  5/5 is  because Devendra has g iven too much of  h imsel f ,  
t r ied too many ideas.  When he’s good,  however,  he ’s  pract ica l ly  unbeatab le .  CS
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